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Colleagues,
 
On Friday, the U.S. Department of Justice posted “Proposed Uniform Language for Testimony and Reports” in
seven forensic disciplines (toxicology, serology, latent prints, glass, footwear and tire impression, textile fiber, and
general chemistry).  Each proposal is accompanied by supporting documentation.
 
These documents are intended to provide instruction to forensic analysts at DOJ labs regarding which statements
are approved for use in testimony and reports, and which statements are not approved.  While the direct intended
audience is Federal DOJ labs, we recognize that they could see broader application to state, local, and private labs
in the form of testimony in Federal courts, adoption by state commissions, adoption by standards development
organizations, or the “trickle down” effect from Federal to State/Local judicial units.
 
I encourage you to take a look at the first set of proposals at:  https://www.justice.gov/dag/proposed-language-
regarding-expert-testimony-and-lab-reports-forensic-science .  A public comment period is now open and extends to
July 8, 2016.  Public comments can be made at:  www.regulations.gov.
 
I greatly appreciate the notification from Victor Weedn at DOJ and his request for input from ASCLD and I hope we
will all take advantage of the opportunity to provide policymakers with important feedback from the forensic
community, both positive and constructive.  I encourage you to comment individually, and also welcome you to
forward your thoughts to any current board member as we evaluate the documents and formulate an organization
position.
 
Kindest regards,
Jeremy Triplett
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ASCLD members
 
Jeremy Triplett, current ASCLD, President has formed a Historical Committee and asked me to serve as Chair.  The
committee plans to assemble a poster presentation of ASCLD history to be shown at the 2017 ASCLD meeting, and
to preserve photos and documents for future use.
 
In order to capture and build a record of ASCLD’s history, we are requesting all past presidents review old records
and look for ASCLD documents and photographs.  These materials will support the project and be of interest to our
current and future members.
 
All we request is that you scan documents into PDF files and photos into PNG or JPG files at the highest possible
resolution and email them to me. If scanning is impractical, you may send the originals by mail and they will be
returned to you after they are duplicated.
 
The poet George Santayana stated‚ “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” We would
like to use this opportunity to educate and inform the next generation of ASCLD leaders of our past efforts and we
hope you can help us out on this worthwhile project.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Kevin Lothridge
Chair, Historical Committee
ATTN: ASCLD History Project
8285 Bryan Dairy Road
Largo, FL 33777
 

CRIME LAB MINUTE SURVEY 
 

A Crime Lab Minute survey will be sent to the membership this month. Please take a few minutes to complete
the survey.  As we redesign the Crime Lab Minute, we are seeking input from the readers regarding the content
of the newsletter.  Suggestions are encouraged to ensure the membership is informed and that the information
provided is current and relevant to your operational needs. Thank you in advance for participating in the
survey.

- Communications Committee

Forensic Training 
Professional Orientation School for New Crime
Laboratory Scientists

Instructor:      John M. Collins Jr. MA, SHRM-SCP  
July 20 - August 12, 2016
The Professional Orientation School for Crime
Laboratory Scientists is an intensive 4-Week
orientation for new crime laboratory scientists.  It is
designed to supplement a laboratory’s initial
onboarding and professional orientation of forensic
science employees.  The primary objective of our
school is to prepare crime laboratory scientists for the
rigors, challenges, and rewards of forensic science.
Laboratory administrators should give serious
consideration to placing new employees, when
possible, in our school within the first days or weeks
of employment.

Houston Forensic Science Center

HFSC is a local government corporation created to
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RS&A Quick Links
CLICK HERE TO VISIT RS&A ONLINE

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT RS&A

SERVICES

CLICK HERE TO EMAIL US

CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN

CLICK HERE TO LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Research Reports 
 
NIJ Forensic Science R&D Reports for ASCLD Crime Lab Minute
Vol 4
These research reports have been submitted by the National
Institute of Justice (NIJ) especially for their relevance to crime
laboratory activities. ASCLD has not reviewed nor does it
necessarily endorse the findings of this research. 

White House Announces National Microbiome Initiative
The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, in
collaboration with federal agencies and private-sector
stakeholders, is announcing the National Microbiome Initiative
(NMI). The NMI aims to advance understanding of microbiomes
in order to aid in the development of useful applications in areas
such as health care, food production, and environmental
restoration. The National Institute of Justice invested $3.2 million
in FY 2015 in microbiome related research, including work on the
necrobiome as an indicator of time-since-death in the
investigation of human remains, the soil microbiome for analysis
of trace soil evidence, and the trace microbiome as an orthogonal
method to human DNA analysis for associating people with
evidence and environments.  

The Reliability of Pattern Classification in Bloodstain Pattern
Analysis, Part 1: Bloodstain Patterns on Rigid Non-absorbent
Surfaces
NIJ-supported researchers from the Minnesota Department of
Public Safety recently published an article in the Journal of

provide independent forensic services to law
enforcement agencies, primarily the Houston Police
Department, and other judicial entities. We welcome
you to explore our forensic services, learn more about
the Center, invite employment opportunities or contact
us.

The Houston Forensic Science Center has
rescheduled the following two courses to take place
later on this year:
 
Title Date
  
Palm Print Comparison Course Jun 15 2016
Firearm Examination for the
NonExaminer Jun 20 2016
Crime Scene investigation Jul 11 2016
Summer Series Educational Seminars
for Science Teachers Jul 19 2016
Summer Series Educational Seminars
for Science Teachers - Part 2 Aug 03 2016
Palm Print Comparison Course Nov 02 2016
Forensic Anthropology: Bone
Identification Sep 15 2016
IAI Crime Scene Certification Exam
Preparation: CCSI and CCSA Levels Sept 19 2016
IAI Crime Scene Certification Exam
Preparation: CSCSA Level Dec 12 2016
 

Law Enforcement Innovation Center

The Law Enforcement Innovation Center (LEIC) is an
agency of the University of Tennessee Institute for
Public Service at the University of Tennessee.
Formed in 1997, LEIC is a leading training and
technical assistance provider for the law enforcement
community across the nation. Over the past 15 years,
more than 30,000 law enforcement officers, other
criminal justice practitioners, public safety workers,
public school personnel, and community members
have completed our training and educational
programs.  http://leic.tennessee.edu/

Ron Smith & Associates Training
National Forensic Quality Manager Training
Academy

It is truly amazing that, until now, there has never
been a national training academy specifically
designed for Quality Managers. Forensic Quality
Managers have been expected to learn from "on the
job" training that they may receive from a variety of
sources, but none of this training has been consistent
in the industry. Organizations like the Association of
Forensic Quality Assurance Managers have been
huge in taking up the mantle of providing various
workshops and classes, but it was never intended to
take the place of a complete training program. With
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Forensic Sciences.  Abstract retrieved 5/16/2016:
 
The study was designed to produce the first baseline measure of
reliability in bloodstain pattern classification. A panel of
experienced bloodstain pattern analysts examined over 400
spatter patterns on three rigid, non-absorbent surfaces. The
patterns varied in spatter type and extent. A case summary
accompanied each pattern that either contained neutral
information, information to suggest the correct pattern (i.e., was
positively biasing), or information to suggest an incorrect pattern
(i.e., was negatively biasing). Across the variables under
examination, 13 percent of classifications were erroneous.
Generally speaking, where the pattern was more difficult to
recognize (e.g., limited staining extent or a patterned substrate),
analysts became more conservative in their judgment, opting to
be inconclusive. Incorrect classifications increased as a function
of the negatively biasing contextual information.  

Decomposition Rates Between Humans, Pigs May Vary Wildly
The work of NIJ-supported researchers from the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville was recently featured in Science Magazine
and Forensic Magazine.  Abstract retrieved 5/16/16:

The past three decades of human decomposition have
demonstrated that certain factors promote decomposition, such
as high temperatures and insect access, yet the rate of
decomposition varies considerably in macro- and
microenvironments. Not all researchers have access to human
cadavers, however, and therefore have employed nonhuman
animals as surrogates for humans in decomposition studies. The
results from some of these animal model studies have been used
in the courts to support postmortem interval estimations of human
decedents. Nonetheless, the scientific validity of substituting data
from nonhuman carcasses for human cadavers has enjoyed
limited evaluation. This project directly compares the
decomposition dynamics of human, pig and rabbit subjects
placed simultaneously in the same ecological niche to determine
whether, in the same settings, pig and rabbits are appropriate
analogs for humans in terms of decomposition research and
estimates of postmortem intervals. 

The Role of Interface Shape on the Impact Characteristics and
Cranial Fracture Patterns Using the Immature Porcine Head
Model
NIJ-supported researchers from Michigan State University
recently published an article in the Journal of Forensic Sciences.
Abstract retrieved 5/16/16:  
The forensic literature suggests that when adolescents fall onto
edged and pointed surfaces, depressed fractures can occur at
low energy levels. This study documents impact biomechanics
and fracture characteristics of infant porcine skulls dropped onto
flat, curved, edged, and focal surfaces. Results showed that the
energy needed for fracture initiation was nearly four times higher
against a flat surface than against the other surfaces. While
characteristic measures of fracture such as number and length of
fractures did not vary with impact surface shape, the fracture
patterns did depend on impact surface shape. While experimental
impacts against the flat surface produced linear fractures initiating
at sutural boundaries peripheral to the point of impact (POI),
more focal impacts produced depressed fractures initiating at the
POI. The study supported case-based forensic literature
suggesting cranial fracture patterns depend on impact surface
shape and that fracture initiation energy is lower for more focal
impacts. 

Applying Lean Design to Crime Laboratories
Over the past decade, several tools have been developed to
increase organizational efficiency and reduce backlogs in
laboratories, including process mapping and Lean Sigma Six.
More recently, a variation of Lean Sigma Six — Lean Design —
has been applied successfully to the planning and construction of
health care research and development and quality management
laboratories. A report from NIJ’s Forensic Technology Center of
Excellence, Development of a Lean Facility Design Roadmap for
Design-Bid-Build Forensic Facilities, presents a crime laboratory
design model that incorporates Lean Design thinking in to the
planning and construction of forensic facilities. The report
includes a comprehensive set of checklists and guidelines to
integrate Lean concepts and principles into the traditional
approaches described in the National Institute of Standards and
Technology’s updated Forensic Science Laboratories: Handbook
for Facility Planning, Design, Construction and Relocation.  

Sexual Assault Kits in Houston, TX: Case Characteristics,
Forensic Testing Results, and the Investigation of CODIS Hits
This NIJ-supported report describes findings from the Houston
Sexual Assault Kit Action-Research Project focused on the

forensics being under such intense scrutiny these
days, agencies who perform forensic analysis must
ensure that their work is performed under the guiding
principles and standards which are now becoming
more clearly defined each day. We, in the forensic
industry, have not embraced Quality Management
training as aggressively as we should.

Ron Smith & Associates, Inc. is known as one of the
premier forensic training companies in the world. Our
teams of subject matter experts and support staff
have successfully designed and offered hundreds
upon hundreds of highly sought after training
opportunities all across the United States and abroad.
RS&A is now ready to take on the challenge of
building a National Forensic Quality Manager Training
Academy which will soon become the cornerstone of
forensic training in this very critical area.

June 20, 2016 through July 1, 2016 in Pearl, MS.
Academy tuition is $2,500.00 with only 25 seats
available. Click here for complete academy details
and to complete an academy application today!
 
National Footwear & Tire Track Training Academy

Coming Fall 2016

RS&A now offers a Footwear and Tire Track Training
Academy which includes 4 weeks of footwear
examination training followed by 2 weeks of tire track
examination training. Applicants can elect to complete
the entire 6 week footwear and tire track academy or
break it up and choose only the 4 weeks of footwear
training or the 2 weeks of tire track training.  The
academy graduates of this 6 week program will learn
the skills necessary to complete supervised footwear
and tire track casework and will be ready to apply for
a IAI Footwear Certification once time requirements
have been met. It is scheduled to begin Fall of 2016 in
Hattiesburg, MS at the Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center. Only 20 academy applicants will be
selected to attend. For the entire 6 week footwear and
tire track academy the cost is set at $11,250.00. The
4 week footwear only academy is set at $7,500.00
and the 2 week tire track only academy is $3,750.00.
Cost includes academy instruction, room and board,
and 3 meals per day according to training selection.  
Click here for complete details and to apply for
admission today.

JUNE 2016

Palm Print Comparison Techniques
Location: Daytona Beach, FL
Class Dates: 06-07-2016 thru 06-09-2016
Tuition: $400.00 | Hours: 24

Introduction to the Science of Friction Ridge
Examination
Location: Albuquerque, NM
Class Dates: 06-13-2016 thru 06-17-2016
Tuition: $600.00 | Hours: 40

Advanced Sequential Processing - A Hands On
Workshop
Location: Boston, MA
Class Dates: 06-14-2016 thru 06-17-2016
Tuition: $600.00 | Hours: 32

IAI Latent Print Certification Test Preparation Training
Location: Sanford, FL
Class Dates: 06-27-2016 thru 07-01-2016
Tuition: $600.00 | Hours: 40
New courses and class locations are added daily so
be sure to check the website at:
www.RonSmithandAssociates..com

The American Society of Crime Lab Directors, along
with RTI, have made the below webinars available.

ASCLD Train the Directors Latent Prints Webinar -
Archival
ASCLD Train the Directors DNA Discipline Webinar -
Archival 
ASCLD Train the Directors Controlled Substance
Webinar – Archival
ASCLD Train the Directors Digital Multimedia

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/04/these-rotting-rabbits-could-complicate-human-murder-trials
http://www.forensicmag.com/articles/2016/05/decomposition-rates-between-humans-pigs-may-vary-wildly?et_cid=5265043&et_rid=804687463&type=headline&et_cid=5265043&et_rid=804687463&linkid=http%3a%2f%2fwww.forensicmag.com%2farticles%2f2016%2f05%2fdecomposition-rates-between-humans-pigs-may-vary-wildly%3fet_cid%3d5265043%26et_rid%3d%25%25subscriberid%25%25%26type%3dheadline
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/wol1/doi/10.1111/1556-4029.13111/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/wol1/doi/10.1111/1556-4029.13111/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/wol1/doi/10.1111/1556-4029.13111/abstract
https://forensiccoe.org/Our-Impact/Advancing-Technology/Reports/Development-of-a-Lean-Facility-Design-Roadmap-for-Design-Bid-Build-Forensic-Facilities
https://forensiccoe.org/Our-Impact/Advancing-Technology/Reports/Development-of-a-Lean-Facility-Design-Roadmap-for-Design-Bid-Build-Forensic-Facilities
http://www.nist.gov/oles/forensics/facilities_forensics.cfm
http://www.nist.gov/oles/forensics/facilities_forensics.cfm
http://nij.gov/publications/Pages/publication-detail.aspx?ncjnumber=249812&utm_source=Eblast-ASCLD&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=ForensicScience&utm_content=ForensicScience-NCJ249812&utm_campaign=ForensicScienceRD
http://nij.gov/publications/Pages/publication-detail.aspx?ncjnumber=249812&utm_source=Eblast-ASCLD&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=ForensicScience&utm_content=ForensicScience-NCJ249812&utm_campaign=ForensicScienceRD
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characteristics of a sample of 493 previously unsubmitted sexual
assault kits. This study measured forensic testing results and
investigative outcomes of cases with CODIS hits. A DNA profile
was developed from 55 percent of the kits and a profile was
uploaded to CODIS in 43 percent of the kits. A CODIS hit was
returned for 21percent (n=104) of the sample. Of the kits where a
CODIS hit was returned, 44 percent had expired statute of
limitations and 26 percent of the hits had victims that were unable
to be contacted or unwilling to participate in the follow-up
investigation.  

Characterization of Designer Drugs: Chemical Stability,
Exposure, and Metabolite Identification
New NIJ-supported research conducted by RTI International
examined the stability of popular designer drugs and identify
major degradation products, and identify the major metabolites.
The research identified metabolites suitable as potential markers
of use, degradation products, and pyrolysis products that may be
left in an ash residue to use for confirmation of the parent
compound. Although new designer drugs are coming to market
faster than targeted testing can keep up, by performing a
thorough and systematic study looking at families of structurally
related compounds, the researchers are able to predict markers
for broad classes of compounds.  

Development of a Modern Compendium of Microcrystal Tests for
Illicit Drugs and Diverted Pharmaceuticals
NIJ-supported researchers from the McCrone Research Institute
have developed a comprehensive compendium of microcrystal
tests that had previously been developed for illicit drugs and
diverted pharmaceuticals. The researchers included 19 drugs and
developed techniques for drugs that have non-traditional delivery
mechanisms. The resulting electronic compendium will include
recommended protocols and morphologies of crystals (including
photomicrographs), infrared spectra of microcrystals, and
potential interferences. Most importantly, the compendium will
include optical and crystallographic properties of the resultant
microcrystals. The Compendium of Microcrystal Tests for Illicit
Drugs and Diverted Pharmaceuticals will be available with free
access to all forensic scientists. 

Development of a Science Base and Open Source Software for
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis
NIJ supported the Iowa State University of Science and
Technology to develop a better method to determine the region of
the origin of blood spatters based on sound fluid mechanics
principles. The method, which is about four times more accurate
than current methods based on straight trajectories, reconstructs
the curved trajectories of blood drops from 3D inspection of blood
spatters. The researchers modified a 3D microscope used in the
project to make it portable and available for use at a crime
scene.  Although the method was extremely accurate, the
researchers conclude that “it is unlikely that the method will be
used widely in a crime scene in a near future.” The microscope
cost is prohibitive ($50,000), “and any surface rougher than 1
micrometer will likely create too much noise in the measurement
of stain volumes (to be useful).”

Analysis of Drugs of Abuse in Human Hair: Surface
Contamination and Localization of Analysis
NIJ-supported researchers from RTI International examined the
effects of environmental contamination of human hair leading to
external deposition of methamphetamine and heroin on drug
tests designed to identify drug use. The researchers investigated
how well normal hair washing and extended decontamination
removed the drugs from hair. The researchers noted that prior
studies have raised significant concerns about contamination
confounding hair test results, and noted the results of this RTI
study, “continue to raise such concerns.” They also noted that
many hair testing laboratories institute decontamination
procedures prior to testing hair samples for drugs, but said, “our
studies show that a decontamination step alone is likely not
sufficient to remove contributions from external contamination.”

 Improving Detection of Crime Scenes
NIJ’s Forensic Science Technology Center of Excellence recently
published a new forensic science success story about developing
new methods to detect blood evidence at crime scenes. The most
common method for detecting blood stains is to spray a crime
scene with luminol, but this has its disadvantages. It can produce
false positives when reacting with many common household
items, dilute blood samples to a level at which DNA cannot be
recovered, and smear blood spatter patterns that are often critical
in determining how a victim was attacked. With the support from
NIJ, researchers from the University of South Carolina in
Columbus, South Carolina, developed a prototype thermal
infrared (IR) camera that can rapidly and selectively identify blood
stains in ambient lighting without the use of reagents. 

Evidence Webinar – Archival
ASCLD Train the Directors Toxicology Webinar –
Archival 
ASCLD Train the Directors Firearms Webinar –
Archival
False-Positive/Negative Error Rates in Cartridge Case
Comparisons
ASCLD Rapid DNA Webinar 1 – Archival
VersionASCLD Rapid DNA Webinar 2 – Archival
VersionASCLD
Rapid DNA Webinar 3 – Archival VersionASCLD
Webinar Series:

 
Cambridge Healthtech Institute’s Inaugural
DNA Forensics

Exploring New Frontiers in Forensic DNA
Investigation

August 23-24, 2016 | Grand Hyatt Hotel | Washington,
DC
Advances in DNA profiling technologies are enabling
faster and more accurate results, in some cases
moving procedures from the lab to the crime scene.
Emerging tools such as next-generation sequencing
are also creating new possibilities in forensic DNA
investigation, but with that comes unfamiliar scientific
and legal implications.

Cambridge Healthtech Institute’s Inaugural DNA
Forensics event will examine new technologies,
changing policies, and trends in forensic DNA
investigations. Special focus will be given to next-
generation sequencing (NGS), including statistical
analysis and interpretation of DNA profiles. Optimizing
extraction techniques and isolation will also be
addressed with an emphasis on challenging samples.
Overall, this event aims to address existing
bottlenecks while introducing solutions and new
concepts in the DNA identification field.

Day 1 | Day 2 | Short Courses | Download Brochure

ASCLD/LAB is a not-for-profit corporation specializing
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https://forensiccoe.org/module/registration/Default.aspx?moduleid=43EEF009-472F-413F-8753-A2EA81A5B9F4
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=6455EF69-1E67-4102-95F8-5C3D63A6C3A0
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=6455EF69-1E67-4102-95F8-5C3D63A6C3A0
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=D3C99D6D-4E73-47D8-A198-053957B6CAF0
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=D3C99D6D-4E73-47D8-A198-053957B6CAF0
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=3913BA39-22F5-4579-AA08-688624A9651C
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=3913BA39-22F5-4579-AA08-688624A9651C
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=f2af9163-d507-44f4-ab1f-6f665a70bb90
https://www.forensiccoe.org/module/registration/?moduleid=f2af9163-d507-44f4-ab1f-6f665a70bb90
http://www.nextgenerationdx.com/dna-forensics/#Day2
http://www.nextgenerationdx.com/NextGeneration_Content.aspx?id=97840
http://www.nextgenerationdx.com/NextGeneration_Content.aspx?ekfrm=160386
http://www.ascld-lab.org/
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News Around the Globe
The CRISPR Clash: Who owns this groundbreaking, DNA
altering technique? 
 
June 5, 2106
Right now, behind the walls of the USPTO, there is a fiery
interference battle occurring between two scientific teams over
who created a groundbreaking, DNA altering technique first. In
addition to the patent rights associated with core CRISPR
technology, the victor stands to receive incredible gains. At stake
is being named in history books as the inventor, a place in the
National Inventors Hall of Fame and, perhaps, winning a Nobel
Prize.
http://www.ipwatchdog.com/2016/06/05/crispr-clash-dna-
technology/id=69650/

DNA links Beaufort County man to two Hilton Head
burglaries
BEAUFORT COUNTY, S.C. (WJCL)

-Beaufort County Sheriff Deputies used DNA analysis to link
Steven Crabtree, 30, to burglaries on Hilton Head Island.

Crabtree, who has been incarcerated in the Beaufort County
Detention Center on multiple burglary charges since October 15,
2015, has been linked to two more burglaries through DNA
analysis. Last week, analysts from the Sheriff's Office Forensic
Services laboratory completed their reports on DNA evidence
collected from Bess Delicatessen Frosty's Italian Ice burglaries
during the fall.

A male DNA profile was developed in both cases and matched
that of Steven Crabtree. Upon receiving the DNA reports,
Sheriff's Office investigators obtained arrest warrants for Burglary
2nd Degree on Crabtree for both incidents. He was served with
the new arrest warrants Friday afternoon and Saturday morning
at the Detention Center.
http://www.wjcl.com/news/local-south-carolina-news/dna-links-
beaufort-county-man-to-two-hilton-head-
burglaries/209901504/story

Justice Department Issues Draft Guidance Regarding Expert
Testimony and Lab Reports in Forensic Science 

Published: 04 June 2016
Washington, DC - The Justice Department announced Friday the
release of draft guidance documents governing the testimony and
reports of the department’s forensic experts.  These documents,
available for public comment through July 8, are designed to
ensure that department forensic experts only make statements in
the courtroom and in laboratory reports that are supported by
sound science. 

The drafting of these proposed documents arose out of the

in the accreditation of public and private forensic
laboratories.  Since 1982, we have been committed to
the ongoing accreditation, support, education and
oversight of forensic organizations striving for
excellence in forensic analysis.  Visit our website to
learn more about our accreditation programs, the
assessment process and training opportunities. 
 

Accreditation Training

NSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board (ANAB)
ANAB is a member of the ANSI-ASQ National
Accreditation Board family of brands. ANAB provides
accreditation for ISO/IEC 17025 forensic test
laboratories and ISO/IEC 17020 forensic inspection
agencies and a wide variety of training, workshops,
and academic programs.
 
ISO/IEC 17020 and Audit Preparation for Forensic
Police Agencies
June 8-9, 2016, Greenville, SC
September 15-16, 2016, Alexandria, VA
Cost: ASQ member $600, non-ASQ member $650
 
ISO/IEC 17025 and Audit Preparation for Forensic
Test Agencies
May 17-19, 2016, Milwaukee, WI
September 12-14, 2016, Alexandria, VA
Cost: ASQ member $750, non-ASQ member $800
 
Uncertainty of Measurement for Forensic Agencies
May 20, 2016, Milwaukee, WI
Cost: $500
For more information about these workshops,
contact ANAB at 703-836-0025, ext 208.  To register,
please click on any of the dates above.
 
ASCLD-LAB Training
Training classes to help forensic laboratory personnel
understand the requirements of ISO/IEC 17025
General Requirements for the Competency of Testing
and Calibration Laboratories.

ASCLD/LAB-International Assessor Training Course
for Testing Laboratories
ASCLD/LAB-International Assessor Training Course
for Breath Alcohol Calibration

https://www.a2la.org/
http://www.ipwatchdog.com/2016/06/05/crispr-clash-dna-technology/id=69650/
http://www.ipwatchdog.com/2016/06/05/crispr-clash-dna-technology/id=69650/
http://www.wjcl.com/news/local-south-carolina-news/dna-links-beaufort-county-man-to-two-hilton-head-burglaries/209901504/story
http://www.wjcl.com/news/local-south-carolina-news/dna-links-beaufort-county-man-to-two-hilton-head-burglaries/209901504/story
http://www.wjcl.com/news/local-south-carolina-news/dna-links-beaufort-county-man-to-two-hilton-head-burglaries/209901504/story
http://forensicscienceeducation.org/
http://anab.org/training/#Forensics
http://asq.org/training/iso-iec-17020-and-audit-preparation-workshop-for-forensic-police-agencies_EL_FTA17.html
http://anab.org/media/59138/17020-va-sept2016.docm
http://anab.org/media/59144/17025-wi-may2016.docm
http://anab.org/media/59140/17025-va-sept2016.docm
http://anab.org/media/59145/um-wi-may2016.docm
http://www.ascld-lab.org/training/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/international-assessor-course-for-testing-labs/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/international-assessor-course-for-testing-labs/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/breath-alcohol-calibration-assessor-training-course/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/breath-alcohol-calibration-assessor-training-course/
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department’s ongoing, multi-year effort to strengthen the practice
of forensic science.  Once finalized and adopted, these
documents, known as the Uniform Language for Testimony and
Reports, will apply to all department personnel who issue forensic
reports or provide expert forensic testimony, including forensic
experts at the FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF). 
 
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/news/national-
news/9529-justice-department-issues-draft-guidance-regarding-
expert-testimony-and-lab-reports-in-forensic-science.html

DNA Sequencing To Be Conducted In Space For First Time

Virologist Kate Rubins from the Whitehead Institute for
Biomedical Research in Cambridge, and two other mission
members, will be making a space flight to the International Space
Station (ISS) on June 24. The new astronaut will be carrying out
nearly 250 experiments in the space laboratory, one of them
reportedly being the examination of DNA sequencing in micro-
gravity.
The small portable sequencers that will be used in space will be
akin to the type used in the field during the outbreak of a disease.
"The kind of technology they use in a remote field medical center
is the same kind of technology you'd probably start designing for
an instrument on Mars or deep-space exploration," Kate Rubins
said. "The really critical question for NASA is whether these
devices can detect signatures of life in the universe."

http://www.scienceworldreport.com/articles/41318/20160604/dna-
sequencing-conducted-space-first-time.htm

Detectives work to bring justice to Robbins rape victims

May 30, 2016 1:12 PM EST Updated: May 30, 2016 1:12 PM
EST
 ROBBINS, Ill. (AP) - Two Cook County detectives are starting to
see successes in their mission to bring justice to dozens of rape
victims whose rape kits were never sent to a state police crime
lab for DNA testing.
 
Cook County Sheriff's Office Sgt. Jim Davis and Detective Judith
Powe were assigned last year to focus on the backlog of rape
cases in the cash-strapped southern Chicago suburb of Robbins.

The Daily Southtown reports (http://trib.in/1Z8tSXX ) that the
pair's investigations have so far netted five arrests
 
http://www.wgem.com/story/32095833/detectives-work-to-bring-
justice-to-robbins-rape-victims

Justice Dept. issues draft guidance to forensic experts

The Justice Department has issued draft guidance for forensic
experts at the FBI and other of its component agencies.

June 3, 2016, at 5:01 p.m.
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Justice Department issued draft
guidance Friday for forensic experts at the FBI and other of its
component agencies.
The documents are meant to clarify what forensic experts can
and not say while testifying at trial or preparing scientific reports.

The announcement follows concerns about forensic sciences
practiced at the department, which last year revealed that experts
had overstated the strength of evidence involving microscopic
hair analysis in cases dating back decades. The FBI and Justice
Department last year pledged a review of laboratory protocols
and procedures following the discovery of flawed forensics
testimony in hundreds of older criminal cases involving
microscopic hair analysis.

In a statement, Deputy Attorney General Sally Quillian Yates
described forensic science as critical in identifying suspects of a
crime and of clearing the innocent.

"Once finalized and adopted, these guidance documents will
clarify what scientific statements our forensic experts may — and
may not — use when testifying in court and in drafting reports, in
turn strengthening the integrity of our system overall," she said.

http://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2016-06-03/justice-
dept-issues-draft-guidance-to-forensic-experts

ASCLD/LAB-International Internal Auditor Training
Course
ASCLD/LAB-International Preparation Course for
Testing Laboratories
ASCLD/LAB-International Preparation Course for
Calibration Laboratories
 
American Association for Laboratory Accreditation
(A2LA) 
A2LA’s Training Program

Bode Cellmark Forensics provides advanced forensic
solutions offering crime labs ways to reduce their
workloads and budgets.

Bode’s newest offerings include:

Sexual Assault Kit Backlog Reduction Program
streamlines processes to eliminate backlogs of
untested sexual assault kits.

Bode Buccal 2™ is uniquely designed to improve
DNA databanking collecting and automate
processing. The Bode Buccal 2 is a DIRECT
COLLECTION SYSTEM that requires minimal
training. There is NO Transfer Step Required.

Independent Validation Services are customized to
meet your laboratory’s needs. Validation services
provide completely unbiased analysis on your
equipment, chemistries, or process.

Employment
Opportunities

 
New this week Forensic Toxicologist or Trainee,
Virginia Dept. of Forensic Science, Norfolk,
VA, Expires:  June 14, 2016

New this week Forensic Scientist – Quality
Assurance, Virginia Dept. of Forensic Science,
Richmond, VA, Expires:  August 31, 2016

New this week Forensic Scientist 2, Chemistry
Analyst, New Mexico Department of Public Safety,
Santa Fe, New Mexico, Expires:  June 16, 2016

New this week CRIMINALIST, Los Angeles County
Medical Examiner – Coroner, Los Angeles,
CA, Expires:  June 30, 2016

DNA Laboratory Supervisor, Austin Texas Police
Department, Austin, Texas, Expires:  July 30, 2016

Forensics Account Manager, Sorenson Forensics,
Salt Lake City, Expires:  July 19, 2016

Forensic Scientist 2, Chemistry Analyst, New Mexico
Department of Public Safety, Santa Fe, New
Mexico, Expires:  June 16, 2016

http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/news/national-news/9529-justice-department-issues-draft-guidance-regarding-expert-testimony-and-lab-reports-in-forensic-science.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/news/national-news/9529-justice-department-issues-draft-guidance-regarding-expert-testimony-and-lab-reports-in-forensic-science.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/news/national-news/9529-justice-department-issues-draft-guidance-regarding-expert-testimony-and-lab-reports-in-forensic-science.html
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-first-dna-sequencing-in-space-could-happen-this-summer/
http://www.scienceworldreport.com/articles/41318/20160604/dna-sequencing-conducted-space-first-time.htm
http://www.scienceworldreport.com/articles/41318/20160604/dna-sequencing-conducted-space-first-time.htm
http://trib.in/1Z8tSXX
http://www.wgem.com/story/32095833/detectives-work-to-bring-justice-to-robbins-rape-victims
http://www.wgem.com/story/32095833/detectives-work-to-bring-justice-to-robbins-rape-victims
http://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2016-06-03/justice-dept-issues-draft-guidance-to-forensic-experts
http://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2016-06-03/justice-dept-issues-draft-guidance-to-forensic-experts
http://www.ascld-lab.org/internal-auditor-training-course/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/internal-auditor-training-course/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/preparation-course-for-testing-labs/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/preparation-course-for-testing-labs/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/preparation-course-for-calibration-labs/
http://www.ascld-lab.org/preparation-course-for-calibration-labs/
http://www.a2la.org/training/17025Forensics.cfm?private=no
http://www.a2la.org/training/17025Forensics.cfm?private=no
http://www.bodetech.com/
http://www.bodetech.com/forensic-solutions/dna-identification/sexual-assault-kit-backlog-reduction-program/
http://www.bodetech.com/collection-products/buccal-dna-collector-line/introducing-the-new-bode-buccal-2-dna-collection-system/
http://www.bodetech.com/training-and-workshops/consulting-and-validation/validation-services/
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=ipcyn
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=l5suk
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=l5suk
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=7xoln
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=7xoln
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=3cftj
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=ma88w
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=jwlx4
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=7xoln
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IntegenX, headquartered in Pleasanton, California, is
the market leader of Rapid human DNA identification
technology. IntegenX technology platforms integrate
advanced fluidics, optics, and biochemistry
capabilities to produce sample-to-answer products for
DNA-based human identity testing for forensics and
law enforcement applications.
.
 

Shimadzu’s triple quad GCMS-TQ8040, providing
exceptional sensitivity, selectivity, and specificity
for detection and quantitation of targeted drugs in
the presence of background interferences, is the
most powerful choice for your toxicological
applications. It enables the analysis of more than
400 compounds in one run, and features
automatic method creation, scan/SIM acquisition
mode, and an MRM optimization tool. 
 
The Smart Forensic Database includes hundreds
of compounds with optimized transitions and
collision energies, CAS registry numbers and
retention indices (RI). The database supports
simultaneous high-sensitivity analysis of samples
using GC-MS/MS, eliminating the need to
configure complicated analysis conditions.
 

CRIMINALIST, Los Angeles County Medical
Examiner – Coroner, Los Angeles, CA, Expires:  June
30, 2016

DNA Laboratory Supervisor, Austin Texas Police
Department, Austin, Texas, Expires:  July 30, 2016

Forensics Account Manager, Sorenson Forensics,
Salt Lake City, Expires:  July 19, 2016

CHIEF FORENSIC LABORATORIES, Los Angeles
County Medical Examiner – Coroner, Los Angeles,
CA, Expires:  June 30, 2016

Forensics DNA Analyst, Sorenson Forensics, Salt
Lake City, Expires:  August 13, 2016

DNA Tecchnical Lead, Alameda County,
Oakland, Expires:  June 7, 2016

Sheriff’s Supervising Forensic Scientist – Fingerprints
and Crime Scene Investigation, Ventura County
Sheriff’s Office, Ventura, CA, Expires:  August 11,
2016

Criminalist, II, NYC CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER,
New York, NY, Expires:  August 11, 2016

Criminalist, Level II, New York City Office of Chief
Medical Examiner, New York, New York, Expires:
 December 30, 2016

Forensic Scientist III, Center for Forensic Science
Research & Education, Willow Grove, Expires:  June
10, 2016

Computer Forensic Analyst, Houston Forensic
Science Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  July 28, 2016

DNA Technical Leader, NMS Labs, Willow
Grove, Expires:  June 10, 2016

Latent Print Examiner, Durham Police Department,
Durham, NC, Expires:  July 18, 2016

ICITAP Forensics Experts, Engility Corporation,
Mexico City, Expires:  July 1, 2016

Forensic Examiner – DNA 1, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (&
OCONUS), Expires:  August 31, 2016

Forensic Examiner – Latent Print 1, ORAU, Ft. Gillem,
GA (& OCONUS), Expires:  August 31, 2016

Forensic Examiner – Firearms and Tool Marks,
ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA & (OCONUS), Expires:  August
31, 2016

Forensic Chemist, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA &
(OCONUS), Expires:  August 31, 2016

SEROLOGIST III / ASSISTANT TECHNICAL
LEADER, Serological Research Institute,
RICHMOND, CA, Expires:  July 8, 2016

Forensic Analyst – Audio/Video, Houston Forensic
Science Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  June 30,
2016

Crime Scene Investigator, Houston Forensic Science
Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  June 30, 2016

Manager of Biology, Houston Forensic Science
Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  June 30, 2016

Technical Lead – Biology, Houston Forensic Science
Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  July 5, 2016

Forensic Chemist, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (&
OCONUS), Expires:  July 31, 2016

Supervising Forensic Identification Specialist, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Los Angeles,
California, Expires:  June 22, 2016

Forensic Scientist – Questioned Documents, Virginia
Dept. of Forensic Science, Roanoke, VA, Expires:

http://integenx.com/
http://www.ssi.shimadzu.com/
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=3cftj
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=ma88w
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=jwlx4
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=5e9dr
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=twsul
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=kzt3k
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=c9cfl
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=c9cfl
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=375l4
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=t4via
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=cnsds
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=1hbqo
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=21g1u
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=5v27d
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=u3w47
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=sr5pf
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=2m5v7
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=9eyu2
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=2xdvk
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=ly7wv
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=ly7wv
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=npukd
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=6c5t8
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=9uc89
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=wj0rn
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=obe6d
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=8djs5
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=4tbe29
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 June 30, 2016

Assistant/Associate Professor of Forensic Science,
Department of Forensic Science, College of Criminal
Justice, Sam Houston State University, Hunstville,
Texas, Expires:  December 31, 2016

Forensic Conferences
WVU Forensic Management Academy
August 28 – September 2, 2016
Six days on-site in Pittsburgh, PA
$1995 before March 31; $2250 after March 31
Click here for course description and registration.

Aug 7-13, 2016: International Association for
Identification – Cincinnati, OH
Sep 18-23, 2016:  International Symposium on the
Forensic Sciences – Auckland, New Zealand
Oct 3-7, 2016: Midwestern Association of Forensic
Scientist (MAFS) – Branson, Missouri
Oct 2016: 15th Annual AFQAM Conference – Little
Rock, AR
Oct 16-21, 2016:  Society of Forensic Toxicologists –
Dallas, TX
Oct  2016: Southwestern Association of Forensic
Scientists – Galveston, TX

 

http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/?entry=w1hlts
https://ncfs.ucf.edu/ncfs-training/physical-evidence/advanced-fire-debris-analysis/
https://www.theiai.org/conference/
https://www.theiai.org/conference/
http://www.anzfss2016.org/
http://www.anzfss2016.org/
http://www.mafs.net/news-feeds-1/mafs-2016-meeting
http://www.mafs.net/news-feeds-1/mafs-2016-meeting
http://www.afqam.org/wp15/training-opportunities/
http://www.afqam.org/wp15/training-opportunities/
http://www.afqam.org/wp15/training-opportunities/
http://www.soft-tox.org/future_meetings
http://www.swafs.us/
http://www.swafs.us/
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