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Dear Colleagues,

It is our pleasure to announce the opening of registration for our Annual Meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, from
May 20-24, 2018.  The link to the symposium website is: https://www.ascldsymposium.com/.  Please take
this opportunity to plan to meet with your fellow forensic leaders, to share new ideas, issues and solutions,
to hear engaging presentations and also to share some comradery, network and enlarge your list of
contacts.  As a leadership group, we bear responsibility to be stewards of our field of forensic science,
which includes sharing resources to bring the best of the forensic world back to our home jurisdictions and
cases. 

Along with registration, the meeting agenda has also been posted at:
https://www.ascldsymposium.com/agenda-cqfe.  The focus of this year’s meeting is leadership, with our
theme Leading Forensic Advancement; A Formula for Success.  You will see the topic of leadership
evident throughout the array of engaging and informative workshops scheduled for Sunday and Monday,
followed by an outstanding plenary session Tuesday through Thursday.  Highlights of the plenary session
include high level outside speakers and panels on accreditation and developing staff.

This year we have made notable schedule changes, including moving the Awards Banquet luncheon to
Thursday from 1:30-3:00 to ensure maximum attendance.  Please include attending the Banquet in your
travel plans as we will present an expanded set of awards and special speakers.
A lot of planning and effort goes into our annual meetings, to ensure you have the best experience
possible, including arming you with the best tools to take back to improve your lab.  Please join your
colleagues in Atlanta.  See you there!

Ray Wickenheiser

ASCLD President
 
 

Register for 2018 ASCLD Symposium

https://www.ascldsymposium.com/
https://www.ascldsymposium.com/agenda-cqfe
https://www.ascldsymposium.com/
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Subject: CSAFE Survey on Current Forensic Reporting Practices
 
You are being asked to participate in a research study on forensic reporting practices. The purpose is to
understand how forensic results are being reported in crime laboratories right now.

The survey is being administered by The Center for Statistics and Applications in Forensic Evidence
(CSAFE).

As you probably know, CASFE was named a Forensic Science Center of Excellence by the National
Institute of Standards and Technology to "support NIST's efforts to advance the utility of probabilistic
methods to enhance forensic analysis." CSAFE has partnerships with many forensic laboratories including
the Midwest Forensic Resource Center.

You will be compensated for your participation in this research study with attractive CSAFE mementos.

The results of the survey will be analyzed by CSAFE and potentially published. However, individual
participants will not be identified. We are required to report the results only in an aggregate manner that
prevents associating responses with any particular laboratory or individual.

The survey is expected to take around 1 hour, although that will vary according to the answers given.
 
Please complete this survey by March 31, 2018
 

ASCLD is excited to announce the addition of new awards to be debuted at the symposium this year.  There
are so many wonderful initiatives ASCLD and its members are involved in that we are pleased to be able to
recognize more of them. 
Awards include:

ASCLD Member of the Year – ASCLD member who has made significant contributions to the
organization in the past year. (Nomination form will be distributed to membership in advance of the
symposium.)
FORESIGHT – Most innovative success story epitomizing the tenets of FORESIGHT.
Symposium Presentations by a member – The best presentation as voted by the audience.
Symposium Attendee with longest membership.
Best Capstone presentation from the Leadership Academy – voted upon by Leadership Academy
participants and instructors.
FTCoE / NIJ / ASCLD Webinar of the Year – Attendance and audience feedback will be key
indicators for selection of this award.

Briggs White - Exceptional competence and achievement in any area of public administration,
leadership shown in the direction or development of programs, creativity and resourcefulness,
adherence to the basic principles of enlightened public service, integrity and dedication to duty.
(https://www.ascld.org/nominations/)

In addition to the existing and new awards, ASCLD will be recognizing members in other new areas.  Please
be sure to join us for this year’s Awards Banquet in Atlanta!
 

https://forensicstats.org/
https://proxy.qualtrics.com/proxy/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fforensicstats.org%2F&token=u2Td0FieIGATo0tftRErqdqP4KvOjNNzy57%2FiLlQ%2BzI%3D
https://proxy.qualtrics.com/proxy/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fforensicstats.org%2F&token=u2Td0FieIGATo0tftRErqdqP4KvOjNNzy57%2FiLlQ%2BzI%3D
https://www.ascld.org/nominations/
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Dear Forensic Science Professionals,
 
The Forensic Science Training Institute is offering a workshop titled “Contextual Bias in Forensic Science”
March 13-15, 2018.
 
The topic of “bias” and its implications for forensic practice has been hotly debated and researched in
forensic and academic circles over the last decade.  The 2009 National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report
on the state of forensic science in the USA and the 2016 President’s Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology (PCAST) report on forensic science recommend that forensic practitioners address issues
relating to bias in forensic science and provide evidence to the fact finder that they have done so.
 
This workshop uses an engaging and innovative mixture of lectures, case examples, and practical activities
to educate participants on the theoretical concepts and practical implications of bias within forensic science. 
Participants will receive instruction on the various types of bias, how to identify its presence, how to mitigate
its influence, methods on how to sequentially unmask data, procedures used to identify task-relevant
information, concepts for the appropriate management of case-specific contextual information and how to
appropriately document critical decision pathways.
 
This workshop is primarily aimed at forensic science practitioners both scene or laboratory based, especially
those involved in the early identification, collection and interpretation of evidence.  It is however designed to
benefit anyone who produces, uses or relies upon forensic science for decision making purposes within the
justice system, including judges, district attorneys, defense lawyers, and detectives.
 
The workshop is $395 per person.
 
For registration, please visit: http://www.cedarcrest.edu/forensic/18/2.htm

Make your Reservation - https://aws.passkey.com/event/49236454/owner/321/home

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/atlmq-atlanta-marriott-marquis/ 

https://www.ascldsymposium.com/education

Before the show, get caught up on the latest news: http://www.evidencemagazine.com/
 

http://www.cedarcrest.edu/forensic/18/2.htm
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/atlmq-atlanta-marriott-marquis/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/atlmq-atlanta-marriott-marquis/
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Volunteer Opportunity
The American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA), provider of accreditation to forensic
organizations and other testing and testing related providers, is seeking forensic science practitioners to
serve on a voluntary basis on the A2LA Forensic Examination Advisory Committee (FEAC) and A2LA
Accreditation Council (AC). Participation is primarily through electronic communication (e.g.
teleconferences, emails, online portal) and benefits of membership include: networking opportunities with
other practitioners and technical experts from other fields, increased knowledge of the accreditation
process, ability to provide technical input in areas of accreditation and quality assurance, and an invitation to
attend the A2LA Technical Forum and Annual Meeting. Additionally, Accreditation Council (AC) members
become honorary members A2LA, the association, and gain access to unique presentations and trainings
such as ISO/IEC 17025:2017 and similar. For additional information, please see the
https://www.a2la.org/genweb/tac.cfm page to learn about A2LA’s Technical Advisory Committees or
https://www.a2la.org/AC/Join-Accreditation-Council.cfm for information on the A2LA Accreditation Council.”

 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES (Hiring now)
Due to an recent upgrade with the newsletter software, visit
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2 to link and view details about job announcements listed
below.

Forensic DNA Analyst, DNA REFERENCE LAB, Inc., San Antonio, Expires:  April 2, 2018

Forensic Analyst – Biology, Houston Forensic Science Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  April 6, 2018

DNA Supervisor-Principle Executive Manager E, Oregon State Police, Portland, OR, Expires:  February 19, 2018

Forensic Examiner DNA 3 01377, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA, Expires:  April 26, 2018

Forensic Examiner DNA 1 01376, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA, Expires:  April 26, 2018

Forensic Examiner Latent Print 1 01375, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA, Expires:  April 26, 2018

Forensic Examiner Latent Print 3 01374, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA, Expires:  April 26, 2018

https://www.a2la.org/genweb/tac.cfm
https://www.a2la.org/AC/Join-Accreditation-Council.cfm
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/twaqy
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/zln1u
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/z7hct
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/by0jr
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/3j883
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/yfyjr
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/b7r03
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/cqpvr
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Forensic Chemist 2 01373, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA, Expires:  April 26, 2018

Forensic Examiner Fire Arms & Toolmarks 01378, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA, Expires:  April 26, 2018

Laboratory Manager/Theater Liason 01365, ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA, Expires:  April 26, 2018

Experienced Crime Scene Investigator, Houston Forensic Science Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  March 31, 2018

Quality Specialist, Houston Forensic Science Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  March 31, 2018

Assistant Technical Lead – Forensic Biology, Houston Forensic Science Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  March 31,
2018

Latent Print Examiner, InCadence Strategic Solutions, Forest Park, GA, Expires:  May 31, 2018

Forensic Scientist II – Toxicology, Metro Nashville Ploce Department Crime Laboratory, Nashville, TN, Expires:
 February 4, 2018

Forensic Scientist – Digital & Multimedia Evidence, Virginia Dept. of Forensic Science, Richmond, VA, Expires:
 February 15, 2018

Biometric Records Manager ( A.F.I.S – Automated Fingerprint Identification System), Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office,
Largo, Florida, Expires:  March 1, 2018

Faculty Position in the MS Program in Biomedical Forensic Sciences, Boston University School of Medicine, Boston,
MA, Expires:  April 10, 2018

Forensic Chemist I/II, NMS Labs, Fayetteville, NC, Expires:  April 1, 2018

Forensic Chemist, Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Decatur, Expires:  February 28, 2018

Forensic Biologist – Crime Lab Scientist, Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Decatur, GA & Moultrie, GA, Expires:
 February 28, 2018

Assistant/Associate Professor, University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut, Expires:  February 8, 2018

Assistant Biometric Records Manager, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, Largo, Florida, Expires:  February 8, 2018

Assistant/Associate Professor, University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut, Expires:  February 8, 2018

The Need for Safety Officers and a Health and Safety Committee
 
The elements of a Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP) have been the subject over the last few weeks.  Previous
topics have been 1) the need for SOPs (Standard Operating Procedures), 2)   Criteria for Implementing
Control Measures, 3) requirement to ensure that fume hoods and other protective equipment are functioning
properly and identify the specific measures the employer will take to ensure proper and adequate
performance of such equipment, and 4) Required Information to be provided to lab personnel working with
hazardous substances.  This week’s topics are 5) the circumstances under which a particular laboratory
operation, procedure or activity requires prior approval from the employer or the employer’s designee before
being implemented, and 6) Designation of personnel responsible for implementing the CHP, including the
assignment of a Chemical Hygiene Officer and, if appropriate, establishment of a Chemical Hygiene
Committee.
 
5) The circumstances under which a particular laboratory operation, procedure or activity requires prior
approval from the employer or the employer’s designee before being implemented.  Prior to any new work
being conducted in a lab that uses a hazardous chemical, prior approval must be acknowledged.  Prior
approval would normally come from the Chemical Hygiene Officer (CHO) or Safety Officer in your lab.  
Many procedures use chemicals that require special considerations.  Additionally, some labs may not have
the proper storage or work area for its use. Also, the chemical must be added to the chemical inventory, all
personnel who will work with or come in contact to the chemical must read the Safety Data Sheet (SDS). 
Having a plan where an employee has read the SDS and understands the hazards by signing a review
sheet or some other acknowledgement is a good way to improve compliance.  Additionally, ordering and
purchasing hazardous chemicals should go through one person or a team so that proper storage locations,
policies, and procedures can be appropriate for chemicals ordered.
 
6) Designation of personnel responsible for implementing the CHP, including the assignment of a Chemical
Hygiene Officer CHO) and, if appropriate, establishment of a Chemical Hygiene Committee. Designating a
person, such as a CHO or Safety Officer for day-to-day administration of chemical issues is paramount and
crucial for accreditation.   A CHO will provide reports at the department Safety Committee meetings on
chemical hygiene activities performed. Additionally, a CHO will work with others to develop, review and
approve Standard Operating Procedures which detail all aspects of proposed laboratory activities that
involve hazardous materials. A Chemical Hygiene Committee, commonly known as a Safety Committee (or
Health and Safety) in forensic labs is also a requirement for accreditation.  Health and Safety committee
members should establish a committee structure and process and develops an action plan for the year that
identifies a few priority health and safety issues to work on.  The concerns would be addressed at safety
committee meetings and the executive management meeting(s).    
 
 
Jane B. Northup
Quality Assurance Officer
RI State Crime Laboratory
Certified Chemical Hygiene Officer
 

https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/cqpvr
https://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/xv1u4
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practice related to the forensic analysis of
dyed fabric.
 
The Most Important Features for an Effective
Sexual Assault Response Team
Sexual Assault Response Teams (SART) hold
the promise of improving victim experiences,
increasing prosecution rates, and reducing the
prevalence of sexual assault. To understand
how an effective SART works, NIJ-funded
researchers studied the structure and
operations of SARTS across the United
States.
 
Identifying Ignitable Liquids in the Aftermath of
A Fire
In a wide-ranging analysis of the effects of
weathering and biological degradation on
ignitable liquids, NIJ-supported researchers at
the University of Central Florida's National
Center for Forensic Science studied and
classified 50 liquids in the Ignitable Liquids
Reference Collection database.
 
Scale Modeling in Fire Reconstruction
After reviewing scaling theory used in fire
research, this project developed scaling rules
for design fires and enclosure material
boundaries, followed by the full-scale testing
of a gas burner, heptane pool fire, pine wood
crib, and polyurethane foam, and the scaling
theory was applied to the full- scale scenario
and a 1/8 scale compartment.
 
Evaluation of the Use of a Non-Contact 3D
Scanner for Collecting Postmortem
Fingerprints
Historically, the recording of postmortem
fingerprint impressions from decedents is a
manual and labor-intensive process. 3D
scanners are potentially an important tool to
help forensic scientists address the
challenges of postmortem fingerprint recovery
due to the contactless scanning capabilities,
as well as the ability to scan complex surfaces
and capture scale. This NIJ-supported study
evaluated the potential for using a
contactless, 3D fingerprint scanner to capture
examination-quality postmortem fingerprints
and facilitate rapid identification of the
deceased.
 
Evidential Value of Particle Combination
Profiles on Common Items of Evidence
This project used the analytical tools and
statistical methods developed in previous
research funded by NIJ to measure the
evidential value of very small particle (VSP)
profiles found on four common types of
physical evidence: handguns, cell phones,
drug packaging, and ski masks.
 
Method Development and Validation of
Toolmark Imaging, Virtual Casing
Comparison, and In-Lab Verification using a
GelSight-Based Three Dimensional Imaging
and Analysis
Stemming from a previous project that
developed a 3D surface topography imaging
and analysis system for casings based on the
GelSight scanning technology and custom
feature-based image comparison, this NIJ-
supported project aimed 1) to develop the
ability to scan and compare firing pin
impressions; 2) to examine the use of the
imaging and analysis technology in a live lab
experiment; and 3) to investigate Virtual
Microscopy, the use of measured 3D surface
topographics as a substitute for physical
casings.

Research Training Webinars

NIFS Newsletter --
http://www.anzpaa.org.au/forensic-

science/our-work/newsletters
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