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Dear colleagues,
 
This week I want to highlight the great work of our symposium planning committee.  As you are all aware,
the annual conference is at the Marriott Marquis hotel in Atlanta on May 20-24th 2018.  Already we have
17% of the normal room block filled, therefore we urge you to book your room before the room block is
gone.  I have been regularly meeting with the symposium planning committee that is chaired by President-
Elect Matthew Gamette.  It is very exciting to see this meeting really coming together.  We recently
received a commitment from the Department of Justice to send Acting Assistant Attorney General and
Office of Justice Programs Director Alan Hanson as a speaker at the symposium; see the link at: 
https://ojp.gov/about/offices/oaag.htm.  More speakers will be announced in the coming weeks as the
symposium planning committee reviews the abstract submissions and finalizes the program.  Invited
guests include high level leaders from a number of industries. 
 
We are also planning a number of amazing workshops again this year.  We have already received a
commitment from Arbinger Institute to teach a two-day course after the success of their one day seminar
last year.  We have also received a commitment for a high level workshop on media relations and crisis
management.  We are working on a new concept in the days before the symposium for a disaster planning
exercise related to Rapid DNA.  Making a debut this year is our inaugural “Bring Your Own Problem”
(BYOP) session.  This will be a unique way for us to discuss current topics of concern for laboratory
leaders and hopefully leave with some new ideas to resolve them.  The leadership academy will be back
and with limited enrollment, so you will want to register early. 
 
Please make plans to join us in Atlanta.  It is a beautiful city with much to do.  From our catered networking
event with a backstage tour of the Georgia Aquarium to the multiple high profile keynote addresses, you
will not want to miss the symposium this year!  See you there!
 
Ray Wickenheiser
 

Dear Forensic Science Professionals,
 
The Forensic Science Training Institute is offering a workshop titled “Contextual Bias in Forensic Science”
March 13-15, 2018.
 
The topic of “bias” and its implications for forensic practice has been hotly debated and researched in
forensic and academic circles over the last decade.  The 2009 National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report
on the state of forensic science in the USA and the 2016 President’s Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology (PCAST) report on forensic science recommend that forensic practitioners address issues
relating to bias in forensic science and provide evidence to the fact finder that they have done so.
 
This workshop uses an engaging and innovative mixture of lectures, case examples, and practical activities
to educate participants on the theoretical concepts and practical implications of bias within forensic science. 
Participants will receive instruction on the various types of bias, how to identify its presence, how to mitigate
its influence, methods on how to sequentially unmask data, procedures used to identify task-relevant
information, concepts for the appropriate management of case-specific contextual information and how to
appropriately document critical decision pathways.
 
This workshop is primarily aimed at forensic science practitioners both scene or laboratory based, especially
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those involved in the early identification, collection and interpretation of evidence.  It is however designed to
benefit anyone who produces, uses or relies upon forensic science for decision making purposes within the
justice system, including judges, district attorneys, defense lawyers, and detectives.
 
The workshop is $395 per person.
 
For registration, please visit: http://www.cedarcrest.edu/forensic/18/2.htm

Shaheen, Cornyn Call on DOJ to Provide Guidance on Boosting Support for Forensic Labs in Efforts
to Combat Opioid Epidemic
 
(Washington, DC) – Today, U.S. Senators Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and John Cornyn (R-TX) led a letter
with a bipartisan group of 30 senators to U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions, asking him to provide
Congress with information detailing how the Department of Justice (DOJ) is supporting and prioritizing
forensic science service providers across the nation as a part of a broader approach to combat the opioid
epidemic.
 
“The opioid crisis knows no boundaries; it reaches into homes in every community in every region of this
country.  Stopping the flow of these drugs is critical to ending the crisis, but to do so requires the ability to
trace the drugs to their source.  This demands a forceful and vigorous effort by our forensic science
community,” wrote the senators.
 
The senators continued, “The current opioid crisis has overwhelmed the nation’s collective laboratory
systems with more than a 6000% increase in the last four years, according to National Forensic Laboratory
Information System (NFLIS) data provided by the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors. Case
backlogs and turnaround times are growing. Dangerous emerging drugs are not being scheduled to make
them illegal, and deaths likely associated with drug overdose are not being investigated completely by
medical examiners and coroners.”
 
The bipartisan coalition of senators call on the DOJ to provide a comprehensive list to Congress within 30
days, detailing how the Department is supporting and prioritizing forensic science service providers, and to
also explain how the Department is including grant programs and technical assistance for providers at the
state, county and local levels to help combat the public health crisis. The forensic science community plays
a critical role in communities affected by the opioid epidemic. Labs and other forensic science service
personnel help local law enforcement and federal agencies trace drugs to their source by helping to analyze
evidence, find importers, manufacturers and distributors, and to determine causes of death in overdoses.
 
Senator Shaheen, the lead Democrat on the Appropriations Commerce, Justice, Science and Related
Agencies Subcommittee, and Senator Hassan introduced legislation to help the State Police Forensic
Laboratory and Office of the Chief Medical Examiner in New Hampshire and their counterparts across the
country that are dealing with dramatically increased demands and serious backlogs as a result of the opioid
epidemic. Earlier this month, Senator Shaheen sent a letter to President Trump with a group of 19 senators,
calling on the President to support additional funding necessary to combat the opioid epidemic. Senator
Shaheen has been a leader in Congress on combating the opioid crisis, and was instrumental in efforts to
obtain emergency funding through the 21st Century Cures Act that was signed into law by President Obama
last year. Earlier this year, she helped secure over $700 million in additional opioid treatment resources.
Shaheen recently helped unveil legislation that would provide $45 billion to respond to the opioid crisis,
which is the largest response bill to combat the epidemic to date.
 
The bipartisan group supporting Senators Shaheen and Cornyn’s letter include Senators Maggie Hassan
(D-NH), Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), Cory Booker (D-NJ), John Boozman (R-AR),
Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Thad Cochran (R-MI), Susan Collins (R-ME), Christopher Coons (D-DE), Mike
Crapo (R-ID), Ted Cruz (R-TX), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Al Franken (D-MN), Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Orrin
Hatch (R-UT), James Inhofe (R-OK), Angus King (I-ME), Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), James Lankford (R-OK),
Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Joe Manchin (D-WV), Ed Markey (D-MA), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Rob Portman (R-
OH), James Risch (R-ID), Mike Rounds (R-SD), Marco Rubio (R-FL), Thom Tillis (R-NC), Chris Van Hollen
(D-MD) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI).
 
The letter can be read in full here.
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https://www.shaheen.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/11-8-17%20Shaheen%20Cornyn%20Forensics%20Letter%20to%20AG%20Sessions.pdf
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National Institute of Justice Awards

National Institute of Justice’s latest Graduate Research Fellowships in Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics. NIJ has made 20 new awards in 2017 for STEM fellows, totaling $960,861 for graduate
students working towards advancing NIJ’s mission. The GRF-STEM program funds dissertation research
across a wide range of topics to criminal justice, including the forensic sciences.
 
See a full list of awards and descriptions, awardees, and dollar amounts. 
Sign up to get email notices when NIJ releases GRF and other funding solicitations.
 

 JOB OPPORTUNITIES (Hiring now)
Forensic Toxicologist, Virginia Dept. of Forensic Science, Manassas, VA, Expires:  January 3, 2018

Forensic Scientist II -DNA, Scottsdale Police Department Crime Laboratory, Scottsdale, Arizona, Expires:
 December 30, 2017

Forensic Scientist – Controlled Substances – Northern Lab, Virginia Dept. of Forensic Science, Manassas,
VA, Expires:  December 29, 2017

MSP Forensic Scientist Supervisor (Firearms and Tool Marks), Maryland State Police Forensic Sciences
Division, Pikesville, Maryland, Expires:  December 14, 2017

Assistant Chief, Forensic Laboratories, Alaska Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory, Anchorage,
Alaska, Expires:  December 21, 2017

Assistant Laboratory Director, Kansas Bureau of Investigation, Topeka, KS, Expires:  December 20, 2017

Forensic Scientist Technical Leader CS_14 (Fingerprint), Department of Forensic Sciences, Washington,
DC, Expires:  December 14, 2017

Latents Prints Section Supervisor, Virginia Dept. of Forensic Science, Richmond, VA, Expires:  December
19, 2017

Assistant/Associate/Full Professor in Forensic Science, Arizona State University, Glendale,

https://www.nij.gov/funding/awards/pages/awards-list.aspx?solicitationid=4740&utm_source=email-tradeorg&utm_medium=tradeorg&utm_campaign=fy17stemgrfawards
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOJOJP/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDOJOJP_8
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/awrr6
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/hb9m8
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/28a0o
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/9s9m4
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/od6hv
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/5n7ja
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/d242y
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/vqlpg
http://www.ascld.org/jobs2/entry/lpchv
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Arizona, Expires:  January 31, 2018

Assistant/Associate Professor, University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut, Expires:  February 8,
2018

Assistant Biometric Records Manager, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, Largo, Florida, Expires:  February 8,
2018

Assistant/Associate Professor, University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut, Expires:  February 8,
2018

Forensic Chemist, InCadence Strategic Solutions, Forest Park, GA, Expires:  January 31, 2018

Biometric Records Manager, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, Largo, Florida, Expires:  December 25, 2017

Forensic Analyst – Biology, Houston Forensic Science Center, Houston, TX, Expires:  December 15, 2017

Senior Firearm/Toolmark Examiner (Senior Criminalist – Firearms), Tarrant County Medical Examiner
Criminalistics Laboratory, Fort Worth, TX, Expires:  January 5, 2018

Principal Chemist – Radiological/Nuclear (01597), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:
 January 2, 2018

Senior Chemist (01603), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:  January 2, 2018

Staff Chemist – Radiological/Nuclear (01610), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:  January
2, 2018

Associate Chemist – Radiological/Nuclear (01591), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:
 January 2, 2018

Principal Microbiologist (01601), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:  January 2, 2018

Senior Microbiologist (1609), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:  January 2, 2018

Staff Microbiologist (01596), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:  January 2, 2018

Associate Microbiologist (01595), ORAU, Charlottesville, VA and OCONUS, Expires:  January 2, 2018

Assistant/Associate Professor of Forensic Science, Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX, Expires:
 December 31, 2017

Assistant /Associate Professor – Forensic Science M.S. Program, Digital Evidence Emphasis, Marshall
University, Huntington, Expires:  December 12, 2017

Forensic Examiner DNA 3 (#01377), ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (& OCONUS), Expires:  December 31, 2017

Forensic Examiner DNA 1 (#01376), ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (& OCONUS), Expires:  December 31, 2017

Forensic Examiner Latent Print 1 (#01375), ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (& OCONUS), Expires:  December 31,
2017

Forensic Examiner Latent Print 3 (#01374), ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (& OCONUS), Expires:  December 31,
2017

Forensic Chemist (#01373), ORAU, Oak Ridge, Expires:  December 31, 2017

Laboratory Manager/Theater Liaison (#01365), ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (& OCONUS), Expires:  December
31, 2017

Laboratory Manager/Theater Liaison, MISS, Oak Ridge, Expires:  December 31, 2017

Forensic Examiner – Firearms & Toolmarks (#01378), ORAU, Ft. Gillem, GA (& OCONUS), Expires:
 December 31, 2017

Forensic Scientist I-Firearms/Toolmarks/Ballistics, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic
Services, East Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018

Forensic Scientist II-Firearms/Toolmarks/Ballistics, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic
Services, East Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018

Forensic Scientist III-Firearms/Toolmarks/Ballistics, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic
Services, East Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018

Forensic Scientist IV-Firearms/Toolmarks/Ballistics, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic
Services, East Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018

Forensic Scientist I-Trace Evidence, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic Services, East
Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018

Forensic Scientist I-Trace Evidence, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic Services, East
Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018

Forensic Scientist II-Trace Evidence, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic Services, East
Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018

Forensic Scientist III-Trace Evidence, Nassau County Medical Examiner Division of Forensic Services, East
Meadow, NY, Expires:  February 2, 2018
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through a combination of “face to face”
instruction and self-directed learning. A
minimum 80 hours of structured learning
activities is required, inclusive of a 40 hour
“face to face” residential component. The
course will review the underpinning principles
of BPA, and apply these principles to the
analysis and interpretation of bloodstains on
clothing and other textiles.

When examining clothing, the practitioner
must be mindful of influences such as the
fibre type, texture, treatments, all of which
may affect the final appearance of
bloodstains. The primary focus of the course
is to develop those skills required for the
examination of bloodstain patterns found on
clothing items, including the use of
microscopy to discriminate between spatter
and transfer bloodstains

 

FORESIGHT 20/20

Greetings from the Project FORESIGHT
team. We invite you to join us and submit data
for the past fiscal year.
FORESIGHT is a business-guided self-
evaluation of forensic science laboratories
across the globe. The participating
laboratories represent local, regional,
state/provincial, and national agencies.
Faculty from the WVU College of Business
and Economics provide assistance, guidance,
and analysis. We link financial information to
work tasks and functions. Laboratory
managers can use these functions to assess
resource allocations, efficiencies, and value of
services—the mission is to measure, preserve
what works, and change what does not.
FORESIGHT is open to any forensic
laboratory that completes and submits a
LabRAT form. There is no charge for
participation. Attached you will find an
example of an individualized report prepared
for a participating laboratory.

To participate, simply complete the attached
LabRAT workbook and submit to Paul
Speaker at email
paul.speaker@mail.wvu.edu. Please send any
questions to the same email address. For
additional information, please visit the
program web site
http://be.wvu.edu/forensic/foresight.htm.
We are targeting a submission date of
December 15, 2017.
 

Impression, Pattern and Trace Evidence
Symposium January 22-25, 2018

JusticeTrax and Qualtrax have integrated our
industry-leading applications to make your job easier
than ever.

Join us for an early look at this soon-to-be-launched
integration where we will showcase some primary use
cases, here: http://go.qualtrax.com/webinar-JT-QT
We hope to see you there!
 
www.JusticeTrax.com
(800) 288-5467
 

NIJ Forensic Science R&D Reports for
ASCLD Crime Lab Minute Vol 11

These research reports have been submitted
by the National Institute of Justice (NIJ)
especially for their relevance to crime
laboratory activities. ASCLD has not reviewed
nor does it necessarily endorse the findings of
this research.
 
NIJ-FBI Fingerprint Partnership Identifies 200
Missing Persons
In March of this year, a new collaboration
began between the National Institute of
Justice and the FBI Laboratory. Fingerprints
from unidentified missing persons are sent to
the FBI where a new technology, known as
Next Generation Identification, along with
enhanced processing protocols, is improving
the odds of identification. Identifications are

Evidence Technology Magazine
http://www.evidencemagazine.com

Foresight 20/20

ChemCentre Expert Solutions
http://www.chemcentre.wa.gov.au/Our-

Services/Forensic-Science

mailto:paul.speaker@mail.wvu.edu
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbe.wvu.edu%2Fforensic%2Fforesight.htm&data=01%7C01%7Cpaul.speaker%40mail.wvu.edu%7Cd668d2b4ab104c05485308d3e8805b44%7Ca7531e183e5d4145ae4c336d320ca7e4%7C0&sdata=w5%2BGgXr1voHxO%2F2rJzuyryl8Hzz%2FTjuG5JqoKUZPtns%3D&reserved=0
http://go.qualtrax.com/webinar-JT-QT
http://www.justicetrax.com/
tel:%28800%29%20288-5467
https://ojp.gov/ojpblog/blog-namus.htm
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http://www.evidencemagazine.com/
http://www.evidencemagazine.com/
http://www.ascld.org/resource-library/foresight-20-20/
http://www.chemcentre.wa.gov.au/Our-Services/Forensic-Science
http://www.chemcentre.wa.gov.au/Our-Services/Forensic-Science
http://www.chemcentre.wa.gov.au/Our-Services/Forensic-Science


ASCLD Crime Lab Minute December 11, 2017

https://mailchi.mp/1508338e5357/rvfrbk1gg9-1182465[10/26/2018 2:59:54 PM]

Renaissance Arlington Capital View
Hotel<https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/
waspy-renaissance-arlington-capital-view-
hotel/>
2800 South Potomac Ave  Arlington  Virginia 
22202  USA 
<https://www.marriott.com/hotels/maps/travel/
waspy-renaissance-arlington-capital-view-
hotel/>

CALL for ABSTRACTS and CALL for
WORKSHOPS are now open

Call for ABSTRACTS closes October 13th,
2017<x-apple-data-detectors://3>

Call for WORKSHOPS closes October 18<x-
apple-data-detectors://4>th<x-apple-data-
detectors://4>, 2017<x-apple-data-
detectors://4>

Registration for attendees and presenters is
FREE!

Attendee Registration will be opening soon.

All selected domestic presenters, except
federal employees, will be funded for this
event. Funding includes airfare and lodging
that is arranged and prepaid by RTI.  Other
travel related expenses such as meals (at per
diem rate), taxi, mileage and parking will be
reimbursed following the workshop. Further
detail will be provided to those selected with
acceptance letters. International travel will not
be funded.

For more information and to submit your
abstract(s) or workshop proposal(s) please go
to<http://www.forensiccoe.org/workshop/18-
IPTES>www.forensicCOE.org/workshop/<http
://www.forensiccoe.org/workshop/18-
IPTES>18-
IPTES<http://www.forensiccoe.org/workshop/
18-IPTES>

For questions please contact
forensicCOE@rti.org<mailto:forensicCOE@rti
.org>.

National Institute of Justice’s latest Graduate
Research Fellowships in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.
NIJ has made 20 new awards in 2017 for
STEM fellows, totaling $960,861 for graduate
students working towards advancing NIJ’s
mission. The GRF-STEM program funds
dissertation research across a wide range of
topics to criminal justice, including the forensic
sciences.

See a full list of awards and descriptions,
awardees, and dollar amounts.
Sign up to get email notices when NIJ

increasing even with poor quality prints or with
those that have been searched in the past.
 
National Best Practices for Sexual Assault
Kits: A Multidisciplinary Approach
The National Institute of Justice recently
released a report on National Best Practices
for Sexual Assault Kits: A Multidisciplinary
Approach in response to the Sexual Assault
Forensic Evidence Reporting (SAFER) Act of
2013, which focuses on the accurate, timely,
and effective collection and processing of
DNA evidence in sexual assault
investigations. A practitioner working group
developed 35 recommendations that provide
a roadmap for collecting, transferring,
preserving, storing and analyzing sexual
assault kits. The recommendations apply to
medical professionals, members of law
enforcement, victim advocates, prosecutors
and laboratories. A coordinated, collaborative
and multidisciplinary approach to sexual
assault investigations helps reassure and
support victims of sexual violence,
encourages victim engagement and increases
the potential for just legal resolutions.
 
 
The Fingerprint Sourcebook is Now Available
in Spanish
NIJ has released a Spanish-language version
of The Fingerprint Sourcebook, which aims to
be the definitive resource on the science of
fingerprint identification. The Sourcebook was
prepared by the International Association for
Identification and topics covered include the
anatomy and physiology of friction ridge skin;
techniques for recording exemplars from both
living and deceased subjects; AFIS; latent
print development, preservation and
documentation; equipment and laboratory
quality assurance; perceptual, cognitive and
psychological factors in expert identifications;
and legal issues.
 
Forensic Identification Using Individual
Chemical Signatures
NIJ-funded researchers developed an
approach to translate chemical signatures
recovered from personal objects such as
phones into a lifestyle sketch of the owner,
using mass spectrometry and informatics
approaches.
 
Quantifying Error Rates for the Measurement
of Human Skeletal Remains
NIJ-funded researchers revised forensic
anthropology procedures to include an “error
metric” for the measurement of human
skeletal remains. This article summarizes
findings from that study.
 
Designing Methods to Identify Evolving
Designer Drugs
This article describes an NIJ-supported
research project focused on issues of
resolution and discriminatory capabilities
needed to increase the reliability and
selectivity of forensic evidence and analytical
data for new bath salt-type drugs of abuse.
 
Standardized Process Developed for
Identifying Dyes in Fibers
This article summarizes  method with the
twofold purpose of producing a novel, reliable,
and useful microfluidic system for fabric dye
extraction and increasing the knowledge
needed to guide criminal justice policy and
practice related to the forensic analysis of
dyed fabric.
 
The Most Important Features for an Effective
Sexual Assault Response Team
Sexual Assault Response Teams (SART) hold
the promise of improving victim experiences,
increasing prosecution rates, and reducing the
prevalence of sexual assault. To understand
how an effective SART works, NIJ-funded

West Virginia University Forensic
Management Academy
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releases GRF and other funding solicitations.
 

researchers studied the structure and
operations of SARTS across the United
States.
 
Identifying Ignitable Liquids in the Aftermath of
A Fire
In a wide-ranging analysis of the effects of
weathering and biological degradation on
ignitable liquids, NIJ-supported researchers at
the University of Central Florida's National
Center for Forensic Science studied and
classified 50 liquids in the Ignitable Liquids
Reference Collection database.
 
Scale Modeling in Fire Reconstruction
After reviewing scaling theory used in fire
research, this project developed scaling rules
for design fires and enclosure material
boundaries, followed by the full-scale testing
of a gas burner, heptane pool fire, pine wood
crib, and polyurethane foam, and the scaling
theory was applied to the full- scale scenario
and a 1/8 scale compartment.
 
Evaluation of the Use of a Non-Contact 3D
Scanner for Collecting Postmortem
Fingerprints
Historically, the recording of postmortem
fingerprint impressions from decedents is a
manual and labor-intensive process. 3D
scanners are potentially an important tool to
help forensic scientists address the
challenges of postmortem fingerprint recovery
due to the contactless scanning capabilities,
as well as the ability to scan complex surfaces
and capture scale. This NIJ-supported study
evaluated the potential for using a
contactless, 3D fingerprint scanner to capture
examination-quality postmortem fingerprints
and facilitate rapid identification of the
deceased.
 
Evidential Value of Particle Combination
Profiles on Common Items of Evidence
This project used the analytical tools and
statistical methods developed in previous
research funded by NIJ to measure the
evidential value of very small particle (VSP)
profiles found on four common types of
physical evidence: handguns, cell phones,
drug packaging, and ski masks.
 
Method Development and Validation of
Toolmark Imaging, Virtual Casing
Comparison, and In-Lab Verification using a
GelSight-Based Three Dimensional Imaging
and Analysis
Stemming from a previous project that
developed a 3D surface topography imaging
and analysis system for casings based on the
GelSight scanning technology and custom
feature-based image comparison, this NIJ-
supported project aimed 1) to develop the
ability to scan and compare firing pin
impressions; 2) to examine the use of the
imaging and analysis technology in a live lab
experiment; and 3) to investigate Virtual
Microscopy, the use of measured 3D surface
topographics as a substitute for physical
casings.

Dear Colleagues,
 
The ANZPAA NIFS Research and Innovation
Strategy and Roadmap are now available for

Sexual Assault Cases: Exploring the
Importance of Non-DNA Forensic Evidence

Investigating and prosecuting sexual
assault crimes is much more complicated

than simply performing DNA testing.

Canadian Forensic Science Journal

NIFS Newsletter --
http://www.anzpaa.org.au/forensic-

science/our-work/newsletters
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download from the ANZPAA NIFS website:
 
http://www.anzpaa.org.au/forensic-
science/our-work/projects/research-and-
innovation-project
 
The Roadmap details the priority areas of
focus for research and innovation in forensic
science, identified by the Australia New
Zealand forensic science community. Each
priority area of focus has been aligned to a
strategic policing priority, to highlight the
importance of forensic science research and
innovation initiatives in the broader law
enforcement environment. It is anticipated that
this document will be a resource for the
forensic science community to focus research
and innovation initiatives towards end user
requirements and reduce duplication of effort
by identifying opportunities for collaboration.
 
The specific project questions under each
area of focus are detailed in a separate
document that is updated annually by
ANZPAA NIFS in consultation with the
forensic science community. This document is
not available on the website but anyone
interested in obtaining a copy of the current
project questions can do so by contacting
ANZPAA NIFS
(secretariat.nifs@anzpaa.org.au). 
 
The Strategy has been developed to provide a
mechanism for ANZPAA NIFS to provide
funding and in-kind support for externally
managed projects that aim to address one or
more of the Roadmap questions. Applications
for ANZPAA NIFS support are accepted on a
continuous basis and application
requirements are detailed in the Strategy.
 
If you have any questions about the
documents please do not hesitate to contact
the ANZPAA NIFS team.
 
Kind regards,
 
 

Secretariat NIFS

American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors
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