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Education: 
Masters of Science in Molecular Biology – Northeastern Illinois University 

Bachelor of Science in Biology – DePaul University 

 

Employment Experience: 
Biology/DNA Section Chief (2005 – present) 

Illinois State Police, Forensic Science Center at Chicago 

 Laboratory Director (2002 – 2005) 

 Illinois State Police, Rockford Forensic Science Laboratory 

 Biology/DNA Group Supervisor (1996 – 2001) 

 Illinois State Police, Forensic Science Center at Chicago 

 Serology/DNA Criminalist II (1991 – 1996) 

 Chicago Police Department Crime Laboratory 

 

Prior ASCLD experience (previous Board member, committee member, meeting 

volunteer, etc.):   

 2002 – ASCLD member 

 2003 – Candidate for ASCLD/LAB 

 2005 – 2006 – Presenter for the ASCLD Mentoring Workshops 

 2011 - Member of Training and Education Committee 

 2011 – Member of Membership Committee and Nominating 
Committee 

 2014 – Member of Symposium Planning Committee 
 
If elected, I am interested in working on the following ASCLD 

issues/committees:  I am interested in working on the Membership Committee to 

continue with ASCLD’s efforts to increase recruitment of laboratory managers.  

The goal of ASCLD and the future of forensics is dependent on recruiting new 

members and building strong management systems.  In recent years, the 

organization has been successful in attracting members from different realms 

(e.g., academia, etc) which broaden our perspective on forensic issues.  Ensuring 

we maintain focus on our core mission to support crime laboratory management 

with knowledgeable leadership is critical.   I also have a strong interest in 



promoting laboratory accreditation and ensuring crime laboratory managers and 

their chain of command fully understand how accreditation benefits us all. 

In addition, I am interested in assisting the organization with continuing education 

of our federal legislators regarding the critical need for significant and sustained 

congressional support for ALL forensic disciplines. 

As a member of the Board, you may be asked to represent ASCLD at speaking 

engagements or develop written statements on behalf of the Board. How would 

you describe your ability to communicate ideas verbally and in writing?  As a 

senior manager in one of the highest volume laboratories in the country, I am 

often called upon to present information to a multitude of audiences, both 

formally and informally and in written and verbal formats.  Throughout my 

forensic career in the Chicago and northern Illinois area, I have been interviewed 

by print news media, addressed televised press conferences, participated in live 

and recorded local radio programs, and appeared on local cable news shows to 

discuss forensic science topics.  I am an effective communicator, able to translate 

the most complex issues into understandable, relatable concepts tailored to my 

target audience.  I am confident I will be able to effectively represent ASCLD in 

this regard. 

How committed are you to serving on the ASCLD board?  What skills will you 

bring to the table?  I pledge to be an active member for my entire term on the 

ASCLD board.  Over the last 12 years of my ASCLD membership, I have 

demonstrated a commitment to furthering the goals of this organization and look 

forward to the opportunity to help guide its future direction.  I understand the 

responsibility and the time commitment required of board members and I have 

the full support of the Illinois State Police for my commitment to goals of the 

ASCLD organization.  I’ve been acknowledged by my peers and chain of command 

as being a diligent and dedicated worker.  Among my strongest skills are the 

ability to break down complex issues, establish reasonable goals, develop 

effective strategies and lead them to completion.  I will apply these skills to 

ASCLD’s initiatives and help continue our strong support of crime laboratories. 

 



What role should ASCLD play in developing a strong future for forensic science 

laboratories? The American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors is known for its 

history of advocating the need for best practices, high standards of quality and 

ethics, and for the promotion of forward thinking.  We, as an organization, need 

to continue in a leadership role by welcoming new opportunities to provide 

education, find funding and support crime laboratory management into the 

future. 

Additional Information: 

I have been in forensic science for 23 years.  I spent the first five (5) years with the 

Chicago Police Department Crime Laboratory, as a DNA analyst.  The last 18 years 

have been with the Illinois State Police, working as a first-line Biology/DNA 

supervisor, Laboratory Director and currently as a Section Chief.   

As Laboratory Director of the Rockford Forensic Science Laboratory, I was 

responsible for a staff of 23 and five (5) forensic disciplines (firearms/tookmarks, 

footwear/tiretrack impressions, latent prints, biology/DNA, drug chemistry).  As 

Biology/DNA Section Chief at the Forensic Science Center at Chicago, I am 

responsible for a staff of 52, including 38 forensic scientists, in a high volume 

laboratory receiving evidence from a large city law enforcement agency and 

approximately 200 suburban law enforcement agencies. 

Additional accomplishments: 

 Statewide Command DNA Outsourcing Coordinator for the outsourcing 

program that resulted from legislation regarding untested sexual assault 

cases.  A total of 3,513 cases were outsourced.  We were able to complete 

this program more than one year ahead of the schedule in the original plan. 

 Oversight of the validation and implementation of automation of DNA 

analysis. 

 Oversight and implementation of a sample tracking program. 

 


