
Comments on Backlogs and the 
Census of Publicly Funded Forensic Crime Laboratories 2009

As policymakers consider solutions and develop strategies to address the “backlog” challenges of crime 
laboratories, they must be careful about relying on past survey data.  For instance, the Census of Publicly Funded 
Forensic Crime Laboratories (CPFFCL), 2009 was published in August 2012.  Unfortunately by the time the 
Census was published, the data was already three years old and crime laboratories around the nation had 
drastically changed.  

• Emergence of Analogs - Beginning in 2011, requests for the analysis of bath salts and synthetic 

cannabinoids have challenged many controlled substance sections throughout crime laboratories in the 
United States and remain a significant burden today.

• Enhancement of DNA Capacity - With the assistance and help of DNA backlog grants, many crime 
laboratories have positioned themselves to keep up with DNA analysis.  They have built capacity to keep 
up with demand for the analysis of convicted offender/arrestee samples and DNA casework.

• Diminished deployment of NIBIN - The Census 2009 reported approximately 43% of labs used the 

National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN); however, in the last two years, many of those 
laboratories have had to relinquish their NIBIN instrument because of fiscal cuts at the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (BATFE) and local budgets could not absorb the cost. 

• Police ID Units not included - The Census 2009 also indicates police identification units were not 
included.  Police identification units account for a large number of latent print, digital evidence and crime 
scene investigation requests.  To exclude these units is problematic, since these requests are not captured.

While the Census 2009 contains some very helpful information, these new changes in the forensic science 
community have to be considered.  ASCLD applauds the collection of the data by the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics’ Census of Publicly Funded Forensic Crime Laboratories (CPFFCL), 2009; however, because the data is 
three years old, caution must be used when using this data in interpreting forensic crime laboratory requests for 
backlog assistance today or in the future. 
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