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Internship Opportunities 
in the scientific and forensic field
Duty Station: Vienna, Austria

Proposed duration of internship: 2 to 6 months
Background

The Laboratory and Scientific Section (LSS) is the focal point within the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) for providing scientific and forensic advice and support for national, regional, international and UNODC activities. The work of the Section impacts on a variety of programme priorities, including technical cooperation activities around the world.  

The overall objective of the UNODC Global Scientific and Forensic Programme is to contribute to Member States having access to quality forensic science services, from the crime scene to the courtroom, in support of their efforts to counter drugs, crime and terrorism.  The strategy for achieving that objective comprises three key approaches: (1) ensuring the worldwide availability and accessibility of internationally accepted standards; (2) improving national forensic capacity and capabilities; (3) increasing the use of forensic science services, data and information for evidence-based operational purposes, strategic interventions, and policy and decision-making.
Internship Activities may include:

· Assistance to the LSS team by researching, compiling and documenting information from the scientific literature, internal and other sources relevant to the different aspects of UNODC’s scientific and forensic programme (e.g. quality assurance support and proficiency testing, laboratory equipment specifications, areas interfacing science and criminal justice matters; crime scene investigation; document examinations, etc.);
· Assistance in the development of general and technical manuals, guidelines and publications, including the preparation of documentations for, and organization of, Expert Group Meetings in the forensic field and assistance during the meetings;

· Undertaking research on topics of interest to UNODC’s Global Scientific and Forensic Programme and compiling short summary notes and reports (e.g., new technologies, equipment specification, areas interfacing science and criminal justice matters, use of forensics in combating or preventing transnational organized crime, such as trafficking in persons, etc) including on general forensic matters related to drug control and crime prevention;
· Compiling, analyzing, and assisting in the management, of available information on the status of forensic services in selected regions and LSS past and current technical cooperation activities worldwide;
· Contacting national laboratories, government officials and/or UNODC Field Offices to initiate or follow up discussion to obtain information on, e.g. status of national forensic infrastructure, forensic trend data, and compile and document information obtained;
· Conducting practical laboratory work involving the development and validation of methods for inclusion in the United Nations manuals on recommended analytical methods, the development, preparation and quality control of drug and precursor field test kits, or the analysis of selected drug or precursor samples for strategic purposes;
· Carrying out ad hoc assignments of scientific support nature as required, such as the further development of the Section's literature collection and a database on technical data of controlled substances.
Qualifications required
· Graduate student in natural or life science, forensic science, social science, law or other relevant field.
· Some practical experience or exposure in one or several of the following fields would be an asset: crime scene investigation, document examination, laboratory experience in forensic casework, laboratory experience with analytical techniques and analysis of organic materials, criminal intelligence, crime research, law enforcement investigations. 

· Excellent spoken and written English. Knowledge of other official United Nations languages (Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and Spanish) an asset. 

· Familiarity with computer applications such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Access. 

How to apply 
Please contact lab@unodc.org AND apply online using the following link:

http://unvextn2.unvienna.org/production/hrms/InternRequestWeb.nsf/App.Intern.Request?OpenForm 
Please select  ‘Laboratory / Scientific Analysis’ as first preference.

General information available under:

http://www.unvienna.org/unov/en/job_internship.html
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