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Certification Overview: 
What do the recommendations say?

How will they be addressed?How will they be addressed?
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Political Reality:

Congress does not have free reign to amendCongress does not have free reign to amend 
state criminal codes, rules of evidence, and 
statutes governing civil actions; nor may it 
easily and directly regulate local law 
enforcement practices, state and local medical 
examiner units, or state policies covering the 
accreditation of crime laboratories and the 
certification of forensic practitioners.
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Congress can promote “best practices” and strong 
educational, certification, accreditation, ethics, and 
oversight programs in the states by offering funds 
that are contingent on meeting appropriate g g pp p
standards of practice. There is every reason to 
believe that offers of federal funds with “strings 
attached” can effect significant change in the 
forensic science community, because so many state 
and local programs currently are suffering for want 
of adequate resources. In the end, however, the 
committee recognized that state and local 
authorities must be willing to enforce change if it is 
to happen.

Recommendation 1:

(b) establishing standards for the mandatory 
dit ti f f i i l b t iaccreditation of forensic science laboratories 

and the mandatory certification of forensic 
scientists and medical examiners/forensic 
pathologists—and identifying the entity/entities 
that will develop and implement accreditation 
and certificationand certification
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Recommendation 2:

As part of the accreditation andAs part of the accreditation and 
certification processes, laboratories and 
forensic scientists should be required to 
utilize model laboratory reports when 
summarizing the results of their analyses.

Recommendation 7:

Laboratory accreditation and individual 
certification of forensic science professionals 
should be mandatory and all forensic scienceshould be mandatory, and all forensic science 
professionals should have access to a 
certification process.  In determining appropriate 
standards for accreditation and certification, the 
National Institute of Forensic Science (NIFS) 
should take into account established and 
recognized international standards, such as 
those published by the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO).  [?]
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No person (public or private) should be allowed to 
practice in a forensic science discipline or testify as 
a forensic science professional without certification.  p
Certification requirements should include, at a 
minimum, written examinations, supervised 
practice, proficiency testing, continuing education, 
recertification procedures, adherence to a code of 
ethics, and effective disciplinary procedures.  All 
laboratories and facilities (public or private) should 
be accredited, and all forensic science professionals 
should be certified, when eligible, within a time 
period established by NIFS.


